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Manuscripts & Folklife Archives
Department of Library Special Collections
Kentucky Library & Museum
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1092
Descriptive Inventory
MSS 371

YOUNG Men’s Christian Association – Bowling Green, Kentucky

½ box. 7 folders. 74 items. 1900-1986. Originals and photocopies
2011.2.42.2

ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY
Founded in London, England in 1824, the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA)
movement spread quickly to the United States at mid-century and to Kentucky in the late-1880s.
In the fall of 1899 a group of Bowling Green residents met at the Baptist Church on Main Street
to discuss the feasibility of establishing a local branch. The following year, a board of directors
was appointed, and the group began soliciting funds to outfit a suite of rooms. On 4 January
1901, the association opened a large YMCA game room (with adjoining bath facilities) for
physical training classes, Tuesday night Bible classes, and Thursday evening prayer meetings.
In 1907 membership had increased sufficiently to warrant the construction of a YMCA
building. Supporters launched a $40,000, 15-day campaign to pay for the project. Only
$27,000 was raised from that effort, but supporters were confident they could raise the
remainder. Architect H.H. Hussey of Lansing, Michigan was selected to draw the plans for the
new building, a lot at 1044 State Street was purchased, and C.H. Smith received the contract to
construct the new building. The June 1908 ground breaking ceremony ended with a dynamite
blast announcing that stone contractor Frank Ennis had begun his work on the foundation.
About 1000 people attended the September 1908 cornerstone laying ceremony.
Following several addresses, a tin box containing memorabilia about the organization and the
building campaign was placed inside the large cornerstone. The items, found in this collection,
remained in their stone and metal vault until the autumn of 1985. The YMCA operated in this
building for nearly 30 years. After limping along for several years, the building was sold on 1
May 1930; it eventually became the Park City Hotel and later the Park Place Hotel. The final
assets of the YMCA were dissolved in 1944, and the remaining $17.90 was donated to Bowling
Green’s Welfare Home.
Following a 1985 fire and the accompanying water damage, the fire marshall declared
the Park Place unfit for salvage or restoration. A demolition company was hired to raze the
building in 1986. Hoping that the cornerstone might contains items of interest, Bowling Green
attorney Ray Buckberry asked the wrecking crew to remove the cornerstone with care. His
efforts prevented the destruction of the seventy-seven-year-old box and its contents.
Another attempt to begin YMCA services in Bowling Green began in 1982. After an
initially successful decade, the program waned and ended abruptly in 2003.
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COLLECTION NOTE
The contents of this one-half box of material dates chiefly from 1907 to 1908, the time of
the fundraising campaign for the YMCA building in Bowling Green, Kentucky. The collection
contains the group’s constitution and by-laws, a 1900-1908 history of the organization, lists of
donors and members during the campaign, some news clippings about the ground breaking
ceremonies, a plethora of printed material related to the effort, and a Bible signed by a number
of prominent Bowling Green citizens. Several photographs of the building site were transferred
to the Kentucky Library as well as four issues of local newspapers from September 1908.

SHELF LIST
BOX 1

Y.M.C.A. – Bowling Green, Kentucky

1900-1986

74 items

Folder 1

Inventory

Folder 2

Constitution and by-laws, histories

1900-1986

3 items

Folder 3

Various lists: subscribers, chorus, auxiliary

1908

3 items

Folder 4

News clippings and photos

1907-1908

10 items

Folder 5

National and state publications

1904-1908

5 items

Folder 6

Promotional material for the campaign to
1907, 1908
build a Y.M.C.A. in Bowling Green, Kentucky;
stationery, forms, etc.

51 items

Folder 7

Holy Bible

1 item

1 item

1907

BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD
MSS Young Men’s Christian Association –
371
Bowling Green, Kentucky

1900-1986

Constitution and by-laws, histories, subscriber
list, news clippings, photos, and sundry printed
promotional items used in the campaign to erect a
Y.M.C.A. building in Bowling Green, Kentucky. This
material was found in a tin box in the cornerstone of
the building when it was razed in 1985.
½ box. 7 folders. 74 items. Originals and
photocopies.
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SUBJECT ANALYTICS
Clubs – Bowling Green
Darter, Lewis Jefferson, 1877-1961 – Relating to
Ennis, William Franklin, Sr., 1856-1939 – Relating to
Friedlander, J. – Relating to B1,F6
Fund raising – Bowling Green
Park City Hotel – Bowling Green – Relating to
Park Place Hotel – Bowling Green – Relating to
Smith, Charles H., 1863-1939 – Relating to B1,F6

B1,F6
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